Changing Your Parental Title on a Child’s Birth Registration– Ontario 
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This guide is for trans, nonbinary, or gender non-conforming adults who would like to update their parental title on a child’s birth registration. 

This guide applies to parents if:
1. The person seeking to amend the child’s birth registration is already listed as a parent on the child’s birth registration;
2. The child was born in Ontario; and
3. The child’s other parent(s) have provided consent to the change. 

This guide provides legal information and is for educational purposes only.  It does not provide nor is a substitute for individual legal advice. If you have trouble at any step of the process, do not hesitate to contact The 519 for access to pro bono legal advice services and support. 
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Email: 	TransIDclinic@the519.org
Phone:	416-392-6874, ext: 4039 
Website:	https://www.the519.org/programs/trans-id-clinic/  
Address:	519 Church Street		
[bookmark: _Toc141862934][bookmark: _Toc141862933][bookmark: _Toc141863391][bookmark: _Toc141863455][bookmark: _Toc138773715]Toronto, ON M4Y 2C9

The 519 Trans ID Clinic is run in partnership with McCarthy Tétrault LLP. Th 519 Legal Clinic and Legal Initiatives are supported by the Law Foundation of Ontario, The Balsam Foundation, and The Department of Justice.
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[bookmark: _Toc185602299]What is a Parental Title?

A parental title is a legally recognized description of a parent’s relationship to a child recorded on the child's birth certificate. In Ontario, there are three different parental titles available for parents listed on a child’s birth registration. These titles are “mother”, “father”, and “parent”. 

A parent’s parental title is not based on the parent’s sex designation on the parent’s birth registration: it is the title the parent identifies with. It is important to note that:

1.   At the time of a child’s birth, a parent’s parental title is not determined by the parent’s sex designation on the parent’s birth registration; 
2. A parent does not need to change their sex designation on their birth registration to amend their parental title;
3. A parent does not require a letter from a physician to change their parental title; and,
4. A parent may apply to change their parental title without a legal name change.
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You must obtain the consent of every parent listed on your child’s birth registration in order to change your parental title. If your child’s other parent(s) do not consent to the change, you will need to obtain a court order dispensing with the other parent(s) consent. This may be more complex if you are a party to a valid pre-conception agreement. If your child’s other parent(s) do not consent to the change of your parental title, you should seek independent legal advice to understand your options.  

[bookmark: _Toc185602301]Before You Start Your Application 

[bookmark: _Toc185602302]Take Copies of Your Child’s Documents
When you submit your application to change your parental title on your child’s birth registration, you will need to submit all original copies of your child’s birth certificate, birth certificate with parental information and registration of live birth. 

It is important that you retain a copy of your child’s documentation before submitting it with your application. The application process can take time and there may be circumstances in which you will need your child’s birth certificate (ex. to register your child in school, confirm parentage when traveling). 

[bookmark: _Toc185602303]Submitting a Form 52 to Amend your Name on Your Child’s Birth Registration
If you are also planning to amend your name on your child’s birth registration after a legal name change, you may want to consider submitting that application at the same time as your application to amend your parental title. 

Submitting the applications may save costs, as you will not have to order multiple copies of your child’s birth documentation. In addition, submitting the applications separately will extend the period of time that you will be without an original copy of your child’s birth documents, as these documents need to be submitted with your applications. This can delay and/or impact other matters that require the child’s birth certificate, such as applying for a passport for the child. 

Lastly, submitting these applications together can impact what information is required for your application to amend your parental title. This guide will highlight the differences for you. 

[bookmark: _Toc185602304]Confirm the Names of Parents as They Appear on the Birth Registration
As will be discussed in more detail below, ServiceOntario will require you to list the names of the child’s parents exactly as they appear on the birth registration. As such, it is important to confirm how the child’s parent(s)’ names are written on the birth registration before you start. If you do not have a copy of your child’s birth registration or your child’s birth certificate with parental information, you may call ServiceOntario to confirm the exact names of the parents or in the alternative, order the child’s statement of live birth. 

[bookmark: _Toc185602305]How to Change your Parental Title on Your Child’s Birth Registration in Ontario

You will need to complete Form 62: Application to Amend a Parental Title on a Birth Registration (“Form 62”). 
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The Form 62 is not available online. To obtain a copy of the form, you must call ServiceOntario and request that the form be mailed to you. ServiceOntario will not send you an electronic copy of the form. 

The time required to process a request to mail the Form 62 is approximately 2 weeks. ServiceOntario will send you the form via regular mail. 
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In addition to completing a Form 62, you must also submit the following documents:

	Child’s Documents:
	All previously issued birth certificates (including birth certificates with parental information) and certified copies of the child’s birth registration

	Consent of Child’s Other 
Parent(s)
	Parents can provide their consent by signing a copy of Form 62 OR

If the child’s other parent is unable to provide consent because they are deceased or incapable of providing consent, you must provide a completed “Form 33: Statutory Declaration of One Parent or a Third Party”. This form is not available online and must be requested from ServiceOntario; OR

A court order dispensing with the other parent’s consent. 
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You do not require a commissioner or witness to complete your application to amend your child’s birth registration. You can fill the form in on your computer and then print it out for signing. You can also fill the form in with a blue or black pen. We recommend writing in all uppercase (UPPERCASE) letters because it is easier to read. If you are using blue or black pen to write your application and you make a correction, you must initial the correction in addition to signing the document. 
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The Form 62 application is filled out slightly differently depending on whether:
a) you have not had a legal name change and you are only filing the application to amend your parental title; 
b) you have had a legal name change and you are only submitting an application to change your parental title; and, 
c) you have had a legal name change and you are filing an application to amend your name on your child’s birth registration at the same time as applying to amend your parental title.

[bookmark: _Toc185602310]a) You have not had a legal name change and you are only filing the application to amend your parental title; 
“Part A” of Form 62 requires you to list the names of the parents currently listed on your child’s birth registration. It is important to note that although the form request the “full birth names” of the parents, it is important to write the names exactly as they appear on the child’s birth registration. If you have not had a legal name change, your name will likely match how your name appears on your child’s birth registration.

“Part B” requires the applicant parent to specify what parental title they would like on the child’s birth registration. When you print your name in this section, you must write the name exactly how it appears on the child’s birth registration. 

[bookmark: _Toc185602311]b) you have had a legal name change and you are only submitting an application to change your parental title 
If you have obtained a legal name change and you have not yet amended your name on your child’s birth registration, you will need to make your application under your former name if are not submitting an application to amend your name at the same time as your application to amend your parental title. 

“Part A” of Form 62 requires you to list the names of the parents currently listed on your child’s birth registration. It is important to note that although the form request the “full birth names” of the parents, it is important to write the names exactly as they appear on the child’s birth registration. This means that you will list your former name as it appears on your child’s birth registration and not your current legal name. 

“Part B” requires the applicant parent to specify what parental title they would like on the child’s birth registration. When you print your name in this section, you must write your former name exactly how it appears on the child’s birth registration. 

[bookmark: _Toc185602312]c) you have had a legal name change and you are filing an application to amend your name on your child’s birth registration at the same time as applying to amend your parental title
If you have obtained a legal name change and you are applying to amend your name on the registration at the same time as amending the parental title, you will submit your application under your current legal name. 

“Part A” of Form 62 requires you to list the names of the parents currently listed on your child’s birth registration. It is important to note that although the form request the “full birth names” of the parents, it is important to write the names exactly as they appear on the child’s birth registration. This means that you will list your former name as it appears on your child’s birth registration and not your current legal name, as ServiceOntario will be processing your application to amend your name on your child’s birth registration. 

[bookmark: _Toc185602313]Preparing Cover Letter
This step is optional, but we recommend including one to make everything as clear as possible for the government employee processing your application. This is particularly important if you are also submitting an application to change your name on your child’s birth registration along with your application to amend your parental title. 
This letter will be the first page of your package and should have a general overview of your basic information and the amendments that you would like ServiceOntario to make. Your cover letter should also include your current legal name, your previous legal name as listed on your child’s registration (if different than your current legal name), your parental title as it appears on your child’s birth registration, the parental title that you would like on your child’s birth registration, your contact information, and a list of documents that you have included in your application package. 
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Once you complete the Form 52 Application, you will need to submit the document to:

	Cost: 
	$22
	Submit in person to:
	ServiceOntario
417-47 Sheppard Avenue East
Toronto, ON M2N 5N1


	Processing:
	6 to 8 weeks
	Submit by mail to:
	ServiceOntario
Office of the Registrar General
P.O. Box 3000
189 Red River Road
Thunder Bay, ON P7B 5W0
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The cost to submit an application to amend a parental title is $22.00. However, parents should also know that the child’s original documents, including a birth certificate without parental information will not be returned. If parents require a copy of their child’s birth certificate after the amendment is made, they must submit a Birth Certificate Request Form and pay the corresponding fee.  




[bookmark: _Toc185602316]Considerations When Applying for a Child’s Passport After a Legal Name Change

If your child requires identification, such as a passport, on an urgent basis, it may be necessary to obtain that identification before submitting your application to amend your parental. This is because Service Canada requires original copies of your child’s birth certificate or birth registration in order to prove citizenship, which will not be possible if you have submitted them to ServiceOntario with the application to amend your parental title. 
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